Background: Anthropometric data can be used to identify the physical dimensions of equipment, furniture, etc. The use of furniture that fails to fulfill the anthropometric data of its users has a negative impact on human health. Specific anthropometric dimensions are necessary to design school furniture. Anthropometric data have been measured in many communities especially among schoolchildren. There are different ethnic groups with probably different anthropometric data in Iran, and anthropometric data can change by time, so gathering data about anthropometric dimensions is important. This study was designed to obtain anthropometric dimensions of Iranian children (Fars ethnicity) aged 7-11 years. Methods: In a cross-sectional study in Yazd, Iran, descriptive statistics as well as key percentiles for 17 static anthropometric data of primary school students (1015 males and 1015 females), were measured and compared between boys and girls. Results: The age of the students was between 6 and 11 years. Mean weight was between 21.56±5.33 kg and 36.63±9.45 kg in boys and between 20.79±3.48 kg and 35.88±9.40 kg in girls. Mean height was between 1187/02±53.98 mm and 1420.83± 69.39 mm in boys and between 1173.90±51.01mm and 1421.27±70.82 mm in girls. There was also some difference in other anthropometric data between two genders. Conclusion: Results of this study showed some differences in anthropometric data with other studies. We also observed significant gender differences in some dimensions as well.
Introduction
The health, well-being, and performance of people depend partly on equipment, furniture, and other devices each person uses. One of the important issues in this regard is designing equipment and furniture according to the anthropometric and characteristics of the users. Anthropometric data can be used to identify the physical dimensions of equipment, furniture, clothing, and workstations (1, 2) . Schoolwork requires children to sit for "extended" periods on a chair. Students use school furniture during their developmental period, and the use of poorly designed furniture, e.g. school chairs and desks, that fails to fulfill the anthropometric data of its users has a negative impact on human health (3) (4) (5) . Many studies have shown a high prevalence of low back pain among schoolchildren. (6) (7) (8) (9) . It is believed that strongest predictor of having future back pain is often considered a previous history of such symptoms. (10) . There is a high prevalence of mismatch between anthropometric data and school furniture which is a factor implicated in causing low back pain (10) (11) (12) . One of the most important factors that influences the students' sitting posture is anthropometric measures of the children and the measurements and design features of the school furniture they use (13) (14) (15) . Specific measurements such as popliteal height, knee height, buttock to popliteal length and elbow height are necessary in order to determine the dimensions of school furniture that will enable students to maintain the correct sitting posture (16, 17) . Anthropometric data have been measured in many communities especially among school children in different countries (18) (19) (20) (21) (22) , but because anthropometric measures vary among different nations and ethnic groups, it is necessary to measure anthropometric data in each ethnic group separately, and to use these data to guide the design of school desks and chairs. There is only one study in our country about measuring anthropometric data in one ethnic group (23) , although there are different ethnic groups with possible different anthropometric data in Iran. The anthropometric data used in the design of the equipment in our country are based on anthropometric data from other countries and thus do not represent the average body measurements of the Iranian students. Therefore, there is a need to collect new data from our population to be used in designing school furniture. There are also some differences between two sexes in anthropometric data (2) . Therefore, this study was designed to measure main anthropometric dimensions used for school furniture design among Iranian primary school children and to compare them between two genders.
Materials and Methods
In a cross-sectional study, to measure necessary data for school furniture design, we studied the students of primary schools in Yazd, a central province in Iran. Our sample included 2030 cases (1015 male and 1015 female students) in all primary school grades from 1 to 5 (203 cases in each grade for each gender). Students were selected from 10 primary schools in different parts of Yazd. Cases were selected from Fars ethnicity. Measurements were made in winter 2009 in a 3-month period. Seventeen static anthropometric data was measured. Eight dimensions, i.e. stature, knee height (sitting), popliteal height (sitting), buttock-popliteal length, buttock-knee length, sitting height, eye height (sitting), and elbow height (sitting), were measured by an anthropometer designed by researchers and validated by a pilot study (accuracy: 5 millimeters); 8 dimensions, i.e. arm length, forearm length, buttock width, shoulder width, elbow-elbow distance, forearm-forearm distance, one thigh thickness, and two thigh thickness were measured by digital 75 cm calipers (LG, China, accuracy: 0.01milimeters) which would have calibrated each week, and weight was measured by a digital weight scale (Laica, Italy, accuracy: 100 grams). All measurements that depend on the side of the body were taken on the right side. The subject posture and the definitions of each anthropometrical parameter were based on standard procedures (24) . Table 1 shows the definition of anthropometric data which were measured in this survey. All measurements were conducted by trained, experienced technicians using similar techniques. There were 6 technicians in two 3-person groups (2 persons for measuring dimensions and one person for recording). In order to ensure quality control, 2 recorders and an observer participated in all measurements. At last, 7% of measurements were rechecked by two other observers. All children wore light (indoor) clothing without shoes. All anthropometric measures were taken with the subject in a relaxed and erect posture. For standing dimensions, we asked each case to stand upright on a horizontal surface, facing forward, and arms hanging beside the body. For sitting dimensions, each student seated erect on a flat horizontal surface, with knees bent 90º, and feet flat on the surface, facing forward, and arms hanging beside the body (19, 24) . We measured the average values of our 17 anthropometric dimensions and the key percentile values i.e. 5, 50 and 95%. The measurements were also compared between two genders in each school grade.
Results
Different anthropometric dimensions were measured in different age (grade) groups. A total of 2030 cases (203 boys and 203 girls in each grade) were selected and anthropometric data were measured and analyzed in these students. The age of the students was between 6 and 11 yr. Tables 2,  3 The average of different dimensions between boys and girls were compared. Some measures were higher in boys and some in girls. Body weight Vertical distance from the floor to the vertex (i.e., the crown of the head) Vertical distance from the floor to the upper surface of the knee in sitting position Vertical distance from the floor to the popliteal angle at the underside of the knee where the tendon of the biceps femoris muscle is inserted into the lower leg Horizontal distance from the back of the uncompressed buttocks to the popliteal angle, at the back of the knee, where the back of the lower legs meets the underside of the thigh Horizontal distance from the back of the uncompressed buttock to the front of the kneecap Vertical distance from the sitting surface to the vertex Vertical distance from the sitting surface to the inner canthus of the eye Vertical distance from the seat surface to the underside of the elbow The difference between shoulder height and elbow height The distance between acromion and tip of the middle finger The maximum buttock width in sitting position The maximum shoulder width in standing position The distance between two acromions in standard sitting position The maximum distance between two forearms The maximum thickness of the thigh The maximum two thigh thickness when right thigh rests over left thigh 
Discussion
It is known that there is a mismatch between school furniture and anthropometric dimensions of the students all over the world and many musculoskeletal disorders can be attributed to this mismatch. In our country, as well, the mismatch is observed obviously. Therefore, it was necessary to provide an anthropometric data bank for use in the designing of school furniture. This study was designed to investigate the anthropometric dimensions of the primary school students in Fars ethnicity, which is not representative of children in other Iranian ethnic groups. In this study, we obtained anthropometric measures that could be used in the design of the desks and chairs from a population of students in different grades of primary schools (from grades 1 to 5) in two genders. This is the first phase of a large study in all school grades and different ethnic groups in our country. Although another study in 6-11 yr old children has been done in another part of our country before, because of changes in measures of the human body, this kind of study should be repeated periodically. We measured 17 anthropometric dimensions necessary for school furniture design. Our anthropometric data was different from data from other countries. Anthropometric dimensions of American and Greek children were more than of our children (14, 18) , and these dimensions in Vietnamese students were less than of our students (5) . The most similar data to our data was data obtained from Mexican students (21) . Some dimensions were significantly higher in girls especially in grades 3 to 5, i.e. sitting height, sitting eye height, sitting elbow height, knee height, buttock-popliteal length, buttock-knee length, arm length, and buttock width; and some were significantly higher in boys, i.e. stature, elbow-elbow distance, forearm-forearm distance, one thigh thickness and two thigh thickness. Some of these results were consistent with studies in other parts of the world (14, 21) . In conclusion, this study showed significant differences in anthropometric dimensions between Iranian children and children of other parts of the world, and there was a significant difference between two genders of our children, as well. Therefore, for designing and manufacturing of school furniture paying attention to these differences is very important.
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